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of Mohenjodaro. Seals have been found there which supply
the originals of the statues of the seated Buddha.

Political clashes brought into juxtaposition different
tribes and in fact different stages of culture. The early
Indians were thus forced to recognise that man's knowledge
and understanding of reality is not static but dynamic.
It does not stand constant but continually evolves. There
is a bewildering variety of Indian religious forms. They
exhibit almost every stage of spiritual development from
the open fetishism of the masses to the rigid and uncompro-
mising monotheism of the Vedantist. The incorporation of a
multitude of different tribal creeds at all stages of develop-
ment into the body of Hindu religious thought can alone
explain this strange multiplicity.

The geography of the country demanded political unifica-
tion. The stage of scientific knowledge did not permit the
fulfilment of that tendency. We therefore have constant
efforts at building of unitary empires. The material condi-
tion explain why such empires did not continue long. The
early empires and attempts at colonisation are today remem-
bered but dimly. History has little record of them but
legends and tradition linger in the memory of the race
and even today work as a cementing factor. So great
was the sense of unity that few foreigners could resist its
force. Few people remember today that the Rajputs were
in fact foreign intruders who came fairly late. Their foreign
origin is forgotten. Not only have they been incorporated
into Hindu society but have sometimes been regarded
as the special champions and repositories of ancient Indian
culture- We shall discuss the advent of the Muslims more
fully at a later stage but even they were absorbed in the
stream of Indian life. It is only the Europeans who have
resisted the tendency towards Indianisation, and retained
their separate identity intact. In consequence they have
never been accepted by the land or the people, and in spite
of many points of contact remain mere birds of passage.